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SAN FRANCISCO ADOPTED VISION ZERO IN 2014
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CORE PRINCIPLES OF VISION ZERO ALIGN WITH 

PUBLIC HEALTH

https://www.visionzerosf.org/about/action-strategy/

https://www.visionzerosf.org/about/action-strategy/
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SAN FRANCISCO TRENDS

Between 2019 and 2020 in SF...
• # Pedestrian fatalities decreased.
• # Motorcycle fatalities increased.
• # Single vehicle crashes increased.
• # Fatal crashes that involved people experiencing 

homelessness increased.
• # Hit and Run crashes increased.
• # Overall severe injuries decreased.
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TOTAL SEVERE INJURY COUNTS BY YEAR

Please note: 1) Critical injury is included in Severe injury counts and statistics. 2) Implementation of Emergency Medical Services Agency retriage
guidelines during this period led to more patients with severe injury being sent to ZSFG and contributed to increases in severe injuries as reported above.
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In 2020, severe injury trends among people walking decreased 

5% compared to the average of the 3 years prior; (32% between 

2017-2019; 27% in 2020).

In 2020, trends among people riding in vehicles decreased 3% compared 

to the average of the 3 years prior; (30% between 2017-2019; 27% in 

2020).

In 2020, severe injury trends among people cycling and people on 

motorcycles were slightly higher than in recent years (2017-2019)

- Cycling severe injuries up 5%: 17% in 2017-19 vs 22% in 2020

- Motorcycle severe injuries up 1%: 22% (2017-29) vs 23% in 

2020

VISION ZERO SF SEVERE INJURY TRENDS BY MODE 2017-2019 

(BEFORE COVID) COMPARED TO 2020 (COVID ONSET)
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VZ adopted
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Before COVID ('17-'19): Pedestrians were on avg 65% of annual fatalities.

During COVID ('20-'21): -21% (decrease); 44% of annual fatalities.

2017-2019: People in motor vehicles comprised on avg 27% of annual fatalities.

2020-2021: +22% (increase); 49% of annual fatalities.

2017-2019: People bicycling were on avg 9% of annual fatalities

2020-2021: -2% (decrease); 7% of annual fatalities.

VISION ZERO SF FATALITY TRENDS BY MODE
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EQUITY FOCUS
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SAFE PEOPLE ACTION HIGHLIGHTS

Educating seniors and service 

providers about Vision Zero, gathering 

input to bring back to City agencies

• Funded seven community-based organizations 

(CBOs) to conduct in-depth education and outreach in their 

neighborhoods and citywide in 2021/22

• CBOs reached over 41,000 seniors and people with 

disabilities from January - December 2021.

• Outreach conducted in English, Chinese, Spanish and 

Tagalog through virtual trainings, meetings, media, social 

media and other engagement activities

• Developed RFP in partnership with MTA and MOD for new 

funding opportunity to begin 22/23 FY.

SAFE STREETS FOR SENIORS
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GETTING TO ZERO WILL REQUIRE MAJOR SHIFTS IN POLICY, 

POLITICS & CULTURE

30%

25%

20%

15%
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SAFE STREETS: DRAFT ACTIONS

1. Slowing Vehicle Speeds
2. Safer Crossings

SAFE PEOPLE: DRAFT ACTIONS

1. Ensure Traffic Law Compliance
2. Advancing Traffic Safety Culture Change

SAFE VEHICLES: DRAFT ACTIONS

1. Autonomous Vehicles & City Fleet



14

DATA SYSTEMS: DRAFT ACTIONS

1. Data Reporting 

• Regularly update public-facing TransBASE

dashboard

• Integrate SFPD traffic collision data into 

Crime Date Warehouse

• Release annual severe injury trend report

2. Trends & Analysis

• Update HIN Map using linked police, 

hospital, and emergency medical services 

data with most recent data

• Issue annual research brief to address traffic 

injury and inequities such as homelessness, 

race/ethnicity, language, income and 

immigration status*

*Unfunded
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SAN FRANCISCO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

PATRICIA ERWIN

STEPHANIE FELDER

MAX GARA

CHERYLANN MARTIN

DAN MELTZER*

DEVAN MORRIS*

SHAMSI  SOLTANI* +

MIMI  TAM* +

MEG WALL SHUI* +

VERONICA V IEN +

MEGAN WIER* +

JULIE  WONG

DR.  SETH PARDO

ZUCKERBERG SAN FRANCISCO

GENERAL HOSPITAL

DR.  CHRIS  COLWELL*

LILLIAN L I *

ADAOBI  NWABUO*

SUE PETERSON*

MAX PRESSER*

DR.  REBECCA PLEVIN*

DR.  ERIC S ILVERMAN*

DR.  CLEMENT YEH*

*MEMBERS OF THE V IS ION ZERO INJURY 

PREVENTION RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE
+NO LONGER WITH SFDPH

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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Thank you.

Seth Pardo, Ph.D.
Director, Center for Data Science
Vision Zero Co-Chair, SFDPH
Seth.Pardo@sfdph.org

Ryan Reeves 
Vision Zero Co-Chair, SFMTA
Ryan.Reeves@sfmta.com

VisionZeroSF.org

mailto:Megan.Wier@sfdph.org
mailto:Ryan.Reeves@sfmta.com

